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Summarizing a Paragraph

A summary is a short retelling of a longer written passage, containing the author’s
most important ideas. Summarizing helps improve both your reading and writing
skills. To summarize, you must read a passage closely, finding the main ideas and
supporting ideas. Then you must briefly write down those ideas in a few sentences
or a paragraph.

It is important to understand the difference between a summary and a paraphrase.
A paraphrase is simply a rewriting of a passage in your own words. A summary, on
the other hand, contains only the main idea and the supporting ideas of a passage.
A summary will be much shorter than a paraphrase.

How to Summarize a Paragraph

1. Preview and read. Preview and read the paragraph closely. You probably
will find that you need to read the paragraph more than one time.

2. Make a list or outline. Determine the main idea and the supporting details of
the paragraph. Make a list or outline of these ideas. Be sure to use your
own words.

3. Write a summary. Using your list, write a summary of the paragraph. State
the main ideas, followed by important ideas. Limit your summary to just one
or two sentences.

4. Read aloud and correct. Read the summary aloud, correcting any mistakes.

EXAMPLE OF A SUMMARY
Original
“The Northern Lights”

There are times when the night sky giows with bands of color. The bands may
begin as cloud shapes and then spread into a great arc across the entire sky. They
may fall in folds like a curtain drawn across the heavens. The lights usually grow
brighter, then suddenly dim. During this time the sky glows with pale yellow, pink,
green, violet, blue, and red. These lights are called the Aurora Borealis. Some
peopie call them the Northern Lights. Scientists have been watching them for
hundreds of years. They are not quite sure what causes them. In ancient times
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peopie were afraid of the Lights. They imagined that they saw fiery dragons in the
sky. Some even concluded that the heavens were on fire.

Summary

The Aurora Borealis, or Northern Lights, are bands of color in the night sky. Ancient
people thought that these lights were dragon on fire, and even modern scientists
are not sure what they are.
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! SOME EXAMPLES OF SUMMARISING / ABSTRACTING

PASSAGE 1

Culture is not mere learning. It is discriminationl, understanding of life. Liberal
education aims at producing moral gifts — as well as intellectual? sweetness of temper
as much as sanity of outlook3. Into the art of living, the cultured man carries a certain

grace, a certain refinement, a certain distinction® which redeems’® him from the

sterile futility of aimless struggle. Culture is not a pose of intellect, or a code of
convent.iv"o.n§ but an attitude of life which finds nothing human alien, common .or

unclean. An education that 'brings up a young man in entire indifference to the
misery and poverty surrounding him, to the general stringency’ of life, to the dumb
pangs of tortured bodies and. the lives submerged in the shadows is essentially a
failure. If we do not realise the solidarity® of the world passes by as the lowly and the
lost, we are not cultured. The nmost deprived individual has his startling? interest and
the wor.s_lt"ﬁ&r_iminal is unique to his thumbprints as he knows to his cost. Great
liter'atur'é*?s"ﬁ\ames us out of our complacency!® and reveals to us something of the
immense_iéaipacity of the human soul for suffering and isolation. We may suffer,

we
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may fail, we may be forgotten, but we have succeded in the true sense of the term,
we refused to the vulgar, mean or squalid!!. If anything justifies life, it is nobiliry, -
greatness. Man notices our failings, but God sees our stnvmgs12 |

“Essence of Education : The Power of Idieas.” = . (From Textual Exercis)

Word-meanings—1. dlscnrmnatlon—‘ﬁﬁ’ﬂa 2. 1ntellectual—§%ﬁ°ﬁ°f 3. sanity of
outlook—Te gREHIT; 4. distinction—farr =wra; 5. redeem—&Id= BT; 6. conven-
tlon—TT(uT{T 7. strmgency———“v'i'@ﬁ 8. sohdanty—“i'l’&pﬂl'{[ 9. startlmg—‘il‘l?n"ﬁ e

MI " A

SUMMARY ; |

251"

Culture Is not merely lezzmzng, but una’ersmndzng of life. It is not-a-poie 0f
intellect, but an attitude of life towards mankind. The aim of education is 10
produce moral gifis like sweetness' of ‘temper and sanity of outlook. A cultured
man is graceful-and e, /ms refined tastes. An educated man is failure Zf he ﬁ”l‘
to_ realize the misery and  poverty of t/ye others. .

L{ﬁ’ cant be Justzﬁed by ﬁzzlures, but by nobzlzty ana’ greatness / '
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